Follow us on 
Twitter 
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A snapshot of 
life on the Leys 


LEYS residents past and present are being 
asked to dig out their photo albums, pick up their 
cameras and share their stories of life on the Leys 
to be put on permanent display at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

What started as a conversation about how to make 


the reception area at the community centre more 
attractive led to an idea to promote the centre as a place 
which reflects life on the Leys, past, present and future. 
Community Centre Coordinator Jayne Watson said: 
“We really want the community centre to not only serve 
the community, but to reflect and promote it as well. 
Continued on page 2 
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BUILDING Work has 
started on the new 
Blackbird Leys Pavilion, 
which will become home to 
the Leys Football Alliance. 

The £430,000 pavilion 
will be owned by Oxford City 
Council and will have changing 
rooms, official rooms, toilets 
and a tuck shop. 

Councillor Mark Lygo, 
Board Member for Parks, 
Sports and Events, said: 
“This brand new facility will 
provide local teams with a 
high standard of facilities and 
we hope that it will increase 
the number of players and 
see them improve in their 
respective leagues. 

“The ward councillors and 
sports officers have, and will, 
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on cee 
continue to work with the 
football clubs to ensure that 
they will be sustainable for the 
up and coming years." 

In line with the City 
Council's ambition to 
continually reduce its energy 
and water use, a number of 
green technologies will be 
incorporated into the building’s 
refurbishment. 

These will include low 
energy LED lighting complete 
with occupancy sensors 
installed throughout, better 
heating controls, heat recovery 
on the ventilation system and 
improved insulation in the 
walls and roof reducing heat 
loss from the building. 

Continued on page 2 
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New home for football on the Leys 


Continued from front page. 


Water efficient taps and shower heads will also be fitted and 
rainwater will be used to flush the toilets all helping to conserve 
water. Bicycle parking will be installed alongside the pavilion. 

Cutteslowe Top Pavilion was the first pavilion to be 
refurbished as part of Oxford City Council’s Pavilion 
Modernisation Programme which aims to modernise 12 
pavilions and build a brand new facility at Grandpont 
Recreation Ground. The Blackbird Leys pavilion is a 
replacement of the existing facility which was condemned 
almost eight years ago. 

The pavilion is adjoined to Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
and will be operated by Fusion Lifestyle. 


A snapshot of life on the Leys 
Continued from front page. 

The story of the Leys is the story of the people on it and we want 
to tell at least a part of that story here.” 

It is hoped that around 20 photos will be placed on 
permanent display around the whole community centre, with all 
the local councillors, the Museum of Oxford and Leys News all 
supporting the project and helping to choose the pictures to be 
displayed. 

John Charlton of Leys News added: “We would really like to 
see a broad range of photographs to choose from, throughout 
the history of the area. We want to reflect all of the history of the 
Leys so a photograph taken this week reflecting life on the Leys 
in 2014 is just as important as a photo from the 1950s.” 

In an interesting turn, a clear out of one of the storage 
cupboards at the community centre has turned up a handful 
of snaps of the Prince of Wales outside the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. Jayne said: “We just found these pictures in 
a box; there is no date on them, although they look like the early 
1990s, and we can’t find any information about him visiting the 
centre. If anybody can remember why he was here, or if they 
have any more photos of his visit, we’d love to hear from them.” 

If you know anything about the community centre’s royal visit 
or to share any of your photos and stories of life in the Leys, 
please send an e-mail to blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail. 
com or call the centre on 01865 402070 (or you can just pop in 
between 9am and 3pm) and don’t worry if you don’t have the 
photograph stored digitally. We will be showing some of your 
photographs and sharing your stories over the next few editions. 


Hello! 


WELL | don’t know about you, but | am 
really quite relieved that February is 

over! The wet weather has turned my 
garden into a mud bath and my hair into a 
permanent state of frizz so | am now really 
hopeful of some bright, sunny days ahead 
that could even signal the start of spring- 


who knows! 


To get you in the mood for the great 
outdoors we have plenty of advice and 
ideas on this month’s gardening page. As 
well as Stuart Mabbutt’s tips for wildlife 
gardening, we welcome back the Ley’s 
gardening legend Reg Curnock with his 
advice for growing your own this year. 
This coming weekend, there is the chance 
for the whole family to get out and about 
and get involved with the Leys tree planting 
scheme. You can find full details on pages 
4 and 10. This promises to be a brilliant 


Hel 
wit 


March 2014 


Letter from the Editor 


project for the whole community to get 
involved with so | urge you to grab your 
wellies and get planting! 

As well as getting some fresh air 
and exercise, you will be spending time 
improving life on the Leys, which is always 
a good thing! 

On our front page this month as well 
as the great news that work has started 
on the new pavilion, we are also thrilled 
to be supporting a fantastic photographic 
project. The lovely Jayne Watson at the 
Community Centre is asking everyone on 
the Leys to dig out their old photo albums 
and donate any pictures they have of life 
on the Leys. The photos will be used as 
part of an exhibition to brighten up the 
reception area, so get searching! 

Have a great month 
Best wishes 


Sarah 


people 
dementia 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to spend a couple of hours a week to help people cope 
with dementia on the Leys. Daybreak runs the Rosewood Club at the Clockhouse in 
Greater Leys, and has been running day clubs in Oxford for more than 20 years. 
Daybreak has to raise £40,000 a year to maintain its services and relies heavily on the 
support of volunteers and fundraising to carry out its valuable work. 

Through the Rosewood Club, members have the chance to meet friends, enjoy 
gentle physical and mental exercises, take part in trips and generally have fun. Lunch, 
drinks, entertainment and transport are provided for under £20 per person. 

The club needs volunteers who can spend time talking to the members, and join in 
with games and activities as well as anyone who could help with office, administration 


and fundraising. 


#@ For more information please call Andy on 01865 776744 
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SUBMISSIONS 


Leys News welcomes submissions and ideas for 
articles and photographs from all sectors of the 
community. If you would like to send us a press 
release about your community project please email 
it to editor@leysnews.co.uk and we will consider it 
for publication in a future issue. 


Please note: do not embed photos and logos into 
word documents but sent send them as separate 
picture files. 


The next issue of Leys News will be delivered 
on 26 March and the deadline for advertising 
and editorial copy is 15 March. 


] LAST month's colouring competition winner's are (above) Tierney and 
" Aliece, ages 9 and 8, from Blackbird Leys and (below) Aashir, aged 


7, also from Blackbird Leys. They all win a Transformers 87 Piece Art 
Set. For this month's colouring competition turn to page 12. 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 
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Fun on the 
streets this 


CHEQUE FOR CHURCH 


—z 


MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
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PAUL Whitman, manager of Deltys, 
presented a cheque to the Rev 
Heather Carter of the Church of 
the Holy Family in Blackbird Leys. 
Also present were three key staff: 
Kelly Emanuel, Cathy Cartwright, 
Kerry Bourke and Manoj Rajgor, 
the owner of the Nisa store who 
made the gift. The cheque is to help 
the church bring its electrics up to 
current requirements. The funds 


want to make sure our facilities are 
safe for all who use them. Many 
groups, from those for mothers and 
toddlers, through to Guides and 
Brownies, several youth groups 
and a senior citizens club, use our 
facilities regularly. In December the 
church was the venue for the highly 
entertaining successful community 
musical, Rock Nativity.” 

In the autumn the church 


came through Make a Difference 
Locally. Paul Whitman said: “Our 
shop is pleased to support local 
organisations which are well used 
by our customers. We're giving 

the church £500 to help with its 
electrics.” 

Rev Heather Carter said: “This 
cheque has come at the right time. 
It is a sign of commitment by one 
of Blackbird Leys main traders. We 


arranged a full electrical inspection 
which showed that, although safe 
to use, the wiring did not comply 
with current regulations. To help 
meet the costs the church made 
an application to WREN, which 
passes on some of the landfill taxes 
to organisations valued by their 
local communities, for £8000. The 
church will hear if it is successful in 
the next few weeks. 


Summer 


PEOPLE who live on 
the Leys are being 
offered support and 
help to organise street 
parties this summer. 

The Oxford Streets for 
People group is keen to 
offer support to anyone 
who wants to create an 
event that would help bring 
locals together, provide 
opportunities for children 
to play outdoors, and 
generally make living in 
the area that much more 
enjoyable. 

The plan is to close 
off streets on Sunday 
afternoons for the events to 
take place. 

If Leys residents are 
keen to try one or two 
Sunday street closures, 
the group will work with 
the local community 
association and the City 
Council, to make this 
happen. 

Some equipment will be 
provided, but it is hoped 
that by taking an informal 
approach the events will 
unfold into unique street 
parties. 


# Would this idea work in the 
Leys? Which streets would 
be most suitable? You can 
send your nominations to: 
rbradley.oxford@gmail.com 


Heat is on to help efficiency 


rather than individual scale, is 
more energy efficient, delivers 
carbon savings, and can reduce 
consumer bills. 

Oxford City Council will work 
with the Building Research 
Establishment to develop an 
outline masterplan for the 
city which highlights potential 
opportunities for this low carbon 
form of decentralised energy. 

Oxford is one of 26 local 
authorities across England and 
Wales that have been awarded a 
total of over £1.9 million pounds 
to support the development of 


heat network projects, designed 
to provide more efficient heat 
to buildings and potentially 
lower heating bills, through the 
Government’s Heat Networks 
Delivery Unit. 

Estimates show that 14% of 
UK heat demand could be cost 
effectively met by heat networks 
by 2030 and around 43% by 
2050. This project will look at 
potential for Oxford and what can 
be done in specific areas of the 
city. It could be connecting council 
owned buildings which are near to 
each other to allow more efficient 


generation of heat from large scale 
boilers, which could be fuelled by 
gas or wood chip. The aim would 
then be to build on these initial 
heat loads to connect other local 
buildings to this efficient system. 

Councillor John Tanner, Board 
Member for a Cleaner, Greener 
Oxford, said: “I’m thrilled that once 
again Oxford has attracted funding 
to develop forward thinking energy 
projects in our city. 

“Heat networks have the 
potential of providing reliable and 
affordable heat with lower carbon 
emissions for our householders 


MORE homes and businesses 
could be receiving more 
efficient, lower carbon heating 
now that Oxford City Council 
has been granted £17,000 from 
the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change towards a 
£25,000 project to explore the 
potential of heat networks in 
Oxford. 

Heat networks supply heat to 
a number of buildings or dwellings 
from heat generated at a central 
source and supplied through a 
system of insulated pipes. Heat 
production at this communal, 


What do you think of 
your neighbourhood? 


and businesses which is great 
news. We need projects like this 
to help meet our city’s carbon 
reduction target of 40% by 2020.” 


The development of heat 


networks/distributed energy 

in Oxford is part of the long- 
term strategic OxFutures vision 
to position Oxfordshire at the 
forefront of low carbon innovation 
and lead on the UK’s transition to 
a sustainable energy future. 


Benefits, work, money 
and training event 


THE benefits, work, money and training event will provide the 


local community with more information about what support is 


DURING March, the lead 
agencies involved in the 
Community Partnerships 
across Oxford will be 
undertaking a Quality of 
Life survey. 

This is a new annual 
survey which will provide 
an invaluable insight into 
life in the city’s priority 
neighbourhoods. 


The city council is 
planning to ask around 2000 
local residents to complete 
questionnaires to provide 
a better understanding of 
what people what think about 
themselves, their families and 
their neighbourhood. 

The survey will be one of 
the main tools for providing 
neighbourhood level statistics 


and public perception 
information. 
It is proposed that this 
will be an annual survey that 
allows people to see how 
things are changing over time. 
The results will be used 
to help plan local services, 
track change and improve the 
quality of life. 


opportunities. 


available around benefit and money advice and work and training 


Local organisations will be all under one roof and will be able 
to offer advice and guidance to enable people to see what is out 
there and what they can get involved with. 


# The event will take place on Wednesday 5 March 

from 1.30-4.30pm at the Rose Hill Community Centre. 

@ For more information call Jamie Clark on 07768600935 
or email jamie.clark@greensquaregroup.com 
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GO GREEN ON THE LEYS 


March 2014 


Volunteers in 
the Leys set 
to create new 
habitats 


A NEW project at Blackbird Leys will see volunteers 
enhancing and improving the parks in the area, 
including Fry’s Hill Park, Spindleberry Nature Park and 
Blackbird Leys Park. 

The project will begin with the planting of young trees 
on the mound at Fry’s Hill Skate Park. Local residents and 
community organisations are invited to join the tree-planting 
from 11am on Saturday 1 March. 

The project is supported by The Conservation Volunteers 
in partnership with Oxford City Council, Groundwork South 
and the Leys Housing Consortium. The trees have been 
provided by the government as part of Defra's ‘The Big Tree 
Plant’ campaign which brings together local communities 
and national organisations to get more people involved in 
planting and caring for trees. 

Councillor Scott Seamons, Board Member for Housing, 
said: “As a local councillor I'm really pleased with the 
investment and plans for Spindleberry Park. 

We have felled some trees and introduced a new path for 
better access and will soon be renovating the pond. 

“The Conservation Volunteers’ project will improve the 
landscape around the new skate park and reintroduce some 
trees to the park. | encourage people from across the Leys 
to come along, bring their families and plant a tree. It's an 
opportunity for the community to be involved as we reshape 
the park, diversify usage and get the best out of green 
spaces across our estate." 

Monique van Assouw, Community Project Officer for 
The Conservation Volunteers, added: “We're delighted to 
be working at Blackbird Leys. This planting scheme has 
enormous benefits for the people taking part as well as the 
local area by helping to improve local green spaces. The 
new wooded area will add to the park’s character and at the 
same time can provide a great habitat and food supply for 
birds, mammals and insects.” 


# To volunteer with The Conservation Volunteers 
in Blackbird Leys email Blackbird-Leys@tcv.org.uk 
or call 01189 568 595. 


GROWING 


YOUR OWN 
VEGETABLES 


By Reg Curnock 


The joys 
of working 
the land 


— 

WORKING the land growing fruit 
and vegetables then preparing and 
serving up your own home grown 
food is deeply satisfying, and 
whether you do it out of conviction 
or for gourmet rewards, it is an 
essentially creative activity. 

For many of us, it is probably the 
only direct participation we have with 
nature and the changing seasons. 

Few gardeners, especially 
those who have allotments or large 
gardens, need to be reminded 
about the various joys and rewards 
of growing their own. Home grown 
produce can reduce household 
food expenses, especially if you 
eat seasonally, and it becomes 


Planning ahead in the garden 


ALTHOUGH we have experienced 
some of the wettest weather in 
recent memory, and you may not 
have been able to actually get out in 
the garden much, this is still a great 
time of year for planning. 

Getting organised and thinking 
about summer planting schemes, what 
seeds to buy and what changes you 
are thinking of making to your outside 
space this year are all perfect activities 
to do inside while the weather continues 
to ravage our gardens and allotments. 

Wilko have some great gardening 
accessories to get you inspired for the 
seasons ahead. 
Twine stand £5 
Hanging sign £2.50 
Enamel box £12.50 F rd 
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completely worthwhile if you include 
all the other rewards as well, such 
as good health, regular exercise and 
healthy diet. 

The key to good food is tasty and 
nutritious produce that has been 
harvested in peak condition and then 
freshly prepared. Growing your own 
allows you to choose varieties that 
are renowned for their flavour, even 
if the yields are sometimes less than 
standard commercial kinds. 

A prime example is parsley. What 
you buy in the shops is the curled 
decorative variety, even though the 
flat leaved parsley has a far superior 
flavour. You also have the opportunity 
to grow your produce organically, 
which is a huge advantage when 
the price of organic produce in the 
supermarkets is sometimes artificially 
inflated and much of it is not even 
produced in this country. 


Jobs for February 
and March 


Much of the work in February was 

in preparation for the coming year, 
getting your plot or garden ready. If 
you covered areas of your plot last 
autumn it should be dry and warm 
ready for your first planting of outdoor 
seeds in the spring, but be careful if 
you did not do this. 

We have had the wettest early 
spring on record, so if you didn't 
cover your plot, wait until the ground 
dries out and gets warmer. Seeds 
planted in the wet will rot instead of 
germinating. 

If you have a greenhouse or 
polytunnel you can steal a march by 
sowing in them and then transplanting 
later in the year. But do not worry if 
you cannot do this, seeds planted late 
will soon catch up, and may be better 
than those planted too early. 

In the mean time, while you are 
waiting for better weather, there are a 
few things that you can be doing. You 


can make sure that you have your 
seed potatoes are chitting. Spread 
them out in either seed boxes or egg 
trays in a cool, frost free, and light 
room, until conditions are right to plant 
them. Make sure that you have your 
seeds for the year, there are plenty in 
the shops now. 

If you haven't done so, you still 
have time to prune your raspberries. 
Summer raspberries that were 
harvested last July or August should 
have been pruned as they finished 
fruiting, and should now be quite 
advanced ready to fruit in early 
summer. 

The Autumn raspberries should 
be cut right down to the ground now 
and the prunings burnt. They will grow 
new canes, during the summer that 
will fruit in the autumn of this year. 

Remove any dead leaves on the 
Brussels sprouts and cabbage, if you 
leave these on the plants they will 
rot in place and spread disease and 
mould. 

Also net your spring and winter 
cabbages against the pigeons. There 
is very little for them to eat at this 
time, and they will be very persistent 
and can spoil a crop of plants in a 
matter of hours. 

March is traditionally the time 
when gardeners start to sow seeds 
outdoors, but with the awful wet 
weather we have had, this is virtually 
impossible to do. 

So make sure that you have 
everything to hand for when the 
weather gets better, sowing seeds 
in a greenhouse, or polytunnel, and 
getting them ready for when the 
weather is good enough. And then all 
you have to do is to harden them off 
and then plant them out. 

One last thing that you can do 
outdoors at this time is to feed your 
overwintering crops, such as spring 
cabbage, onions, garlic, shallots, kale 
and cauliflower. 


GREEN FINGERS 


An over-looked 
eco system 


WHAT a hard year it 
has been for garden 
wildlife so far, so 
let’s all make a few 
changes to help our 
visiting friends thrive. 
Our gardens are an 
important eco system 
we SO easily overlook. 
Being over-tidy can 
be counter-productive 
as lots of insects 
need somewhere 
to hide during the 
winter months. If you 
have spent the whole 
summer attracting 
insects into your garden 
and building the food 
chain, you need to give 
them somewhere to 
hibernate. Predators of 
what gardeners see as 


pests often hide under 
leaves, long grass and 
deadwood. All these 
things we often clear 
away during winter. 

Give what you have 
attracted somewhere 
to hide and they will 
emerge and be with you 
again in spring. 

You don’t have to 
grow massive wild 
flower meadows to be 
a wildlife gardener —if 
you only have a balcony 
or window box wild 
flowers can be grown in 
them to. 

A wildlife garden 
may bring visions of 
a messy, overgrown 
garden with nettles and 
native species only. 


However, if the garden 
is managed properly 
and with non native 
plants, it will provide 

a habitat for lots of 
invertebrates, insects, 
amphibians, birds and 
mammals all year 
round. 

People always 
ask for gardens with 
year round interest, 
yet overlook wildlife 
gardening. 

The value of an 
animal friendly and 
chemical free area for 
all creatures, should not 
be underestimated —so 
even if you don’t have 
a garden you can get 
involved even in a small 
way. 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


WANTED! 


LOCAL ECO CHAMPIONS 


LOCAL environment champions 
are volunteers who are keen to 
make a positive impact to the local 
community’s environment, and 
more are needed across Oxford. 
Champions offer recycling 
advice and assistance to friends and 
neighbours, feed back to the city 
council about what works and what 
does not, and help to promote a better 
environment by displaying posters in 
notice boards, local shops community 
centres and other meeting places. 
They also attend meetings with 
other like-minded residents of the city 
and council officers, have the chance 
to take part in interesting visits and 
workshops, and report problems or 
incidents to ensure they are rectified. 
Maggie Lloyd Local environment 
champion for East Oxford said: “We 
probably all have different ideas 
about what it means to be a Local 
Environment Champion but for me 
there are three major strands. 
"Firstly, my area has lots of student 
accommodation, so front gardens 


can get untidy. If | see a house with 
builders’ waste, old mattresses, 
overflowing bins or general litter lying 
round, | drop in a leaflet reminding the 
occupants how to keep the frontage 
tidy and how to use the bins. If they 
have questions, they can phone or 
email me and sometimes do. 
“Secondly, | contribute to a green 
email newsletter sent monthly by 
our local environmental group to 
most households in our residents’ 
association area. | also work with the 
local environment group to encourage 
everyone in the neighbourhood to take 
pride in our streets. We recruit helpers 
for the Ox Clean litter campaign every 
spring and we've planted flowers and 
herbs round nearly all the pavement 
trees. We've used recycled pallets 
to make frames round the trees and 
planted into compost made from the 
food and green waste collections, 
helping to reinforce positive ideas 
about reducing waste. This has been 
achieved only with invaluable support 
from Oxford City Council.” 


Shakespeare 
in love at 
Longlands 


RESIDENTS at the 
Longlands care home 
had their own Valentines 


___ celebrations, and made 
> bouquets and heart shaped 


cakes. 
Live entertainment with a 


| repertoire of love songs and 


power ballads set the scene 
for a day packed with the 
excitement of falling in love 
and for others, a stroll down 
memory lane. 

Head of Care, Lisa Kahn 
said: “The thought of having 
a secret admirer will make any 
woman’s heart melt!” 

Head Chef Marshall Martin 
wooed the ladies as they fell 
spellbound by a reading of 
William Shakespeare’s most 
romantic sonnets. 

Longlands is home to 48 
older people in Balfour Road 
Blackbird Leys. 

Run by not for profit 
charity, The Orders of St John 
Care Trust (OSJCT), the home 


@ If you are interested and would like some more information 
please email lec@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865 249811 

and ask to speak to the recycling team 

or visit tinyurl.com/eco-champions 


MEER BREE RE RESETS 


: Saturday 6th Sept 2014, 12-4pm__: 
‘Blackbird Leys Park, Cuddesdon Way : 


BEERS RSET 


BERR RRR ERECT, 
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LIVE OR WORK IN THE LEYS? 
LIKE TO BE PART OF THE... 


CAN YOU HELP TO WANT TO BE 
ORGANISE IT? INVOLVED? 
HELP TO FUND IT? ANYTHING YOU 

GOT AN IDEA? WANT TO DO? 


To get involved, call Oxfordshire Piay Association (OPA) on: 
01865 779474 or email: Jjane.gallagher@oxonplay.ong.uk 


wn.oxonplay.ong.tik 
BLACKBIRD LEYS — <pporwsany G]| Local Leys Q | 
PARISH COUNCIL! | \c-"—=== || | Organisations Ore 


has an ethos of providing 
quality care, and enhancing 
wellbeing and quality of life. 


Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 
Tuesday 25 March, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Brian 
Lester, Tanya Prescott, Chris Hatton, 


Cyril Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(Qam-5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, 
Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 


6} Leys News March 2014 


cic Qithe S PRIN G 
CLEAN 2014 


Friday 7 and Saturday 8 March 


ruskincollcoc 


learning to make a difference 


Spruce up your neighbourhood! 
Clear up a grot spot! 
Raise litter awareness! Encourage 
litter responsibility! 


Thirty plus groups have already registered for Spring Clean 2014. 
That’s thirty areas of the City that will be looking really good in 


Sista Journalist March. Now is the time for your area to join the effort 
é : : “ Last year community groups, fielding an estimated 1000 plus 
Celebrating the iconic figures people, cleared a massive 7,080kgs of litter and lots of rubbish from 
: : our streets and parks. Several groups commented that areas they 
of Black female journalism had picked in previous years looked better. Many found new areas 


to tackle. 
Showing that we want the place to be tidier hopefully makes an 


Natty Mark Samuels impact on others. Working with neighbours and making new friends 


is fun. 


The African School PLEASE JOIN US 
http://africanschooluk.blogspot.co.uk www.oxclean.org.uk 
07505 756 692 
Tuesday 4 March Shas OXFORD 
= aping sighs? iste The Oxford Times 
o-Opmrm 2.11 a Cleaner City —@=— 


16-192 Not in education, 
training or employment? 


Need help with any of the following... 


* Careers guidance? 

* _ Apprenticeship or job applications? 
. College or training opportunities? 

. CV writing and interview skills? 

° Benefits? 


BBL Young People’s Job Shop 


Every Wetinesday 
1.30 - Spm 


Drop in to Blackbird Leys Young People’s 
Centre on Wednesday afternoons to speak to 
an advisor for free one-to-one advice. 


Blackbird Leys Young People’s Early Intervention Service Satellite 
Blackbird Leys Road, OX4 BHW 


To find out more and to register for the workshop please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


prospects i pA lhe 2 We look forward to seeing you! 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. If you are interested in 
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studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 | ah, 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


CHILDREN at the half-term play scheme 
enjoying making personalised key ring fobs 
and badges showing their own picture. 
The recent half-term holiday play 
scheme saw record numbers attend. Local 
and national support for BLAP lets it grow 


from strength to strength. 


The photos used in the activity were 
taken with new cameras provided by the 
Oxfordshire Chill-Out Fund. The Fund also 
provided a video camera. As children use 
the equipment at BLAP they will acquire 
new skills and learn more about getting on 


with each other. 


BLAP are grateful for the support 
provided by many local charities. The 
renovated kitchen, made possible by 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council has been 
used to bake its first birthday cake, there 
is a tradition of baking a cake for each 
youngster attending BLAP on their birthday, 
Sue Price, who helps the children cook 
said: "It is great using an oven which cooks 
evenly and does not burn cakes children 


bake." 


The BBC Children in Need has also 
shown its support of BLAP by giving an 


important grant. 


The playground is hugely grateful 
for local volunteers. It is so good when 
tradespeople ring and offer their help. 
BLAP is always on the lookout for 
volunteers with practical skills to offer and 
for those willing to help with adventure 
playground sessions. Training opportunities 
exist for those who want to help youngsters 
acquire social skills, try out new activities 


and enjoy themselves. 


@ Please contact BLAP on 01865 236646 


or 07530933690. 


Calling all entrepreneurs! 


FREE sessions to help 
aspiring entrepreneurs are 
being held in Rose Hill. The 
sessions are for anyone who 
is interested in finding out 
more about what working for 
yourself means and how you 
could do it. 

With more people looking 
for work the competition 


you like, when you like and 
doing what you really enjoy 
and are good at. 

These workshops are 
designed to explore the 
idea of working for yourself 
and the processes involved 
such as understanding 
the market, how to get 
customers, finance and 


HALF TERM FUN AT BLAP 


may have. Whether you have 
an idea for a business or not, 
you are welcome to come yy ‘all 
along to see if working for os 
yourself is right for you. 

The sessions will run 
weekly from Tuesday 11 
March. 


@ To book a place please 


in the job market is much tax returns. Workshops will contact Jamie Clark at & 
tougher. By launching your be delivered in a relaxed GreenSquare on 07768 e 
own business, you are friendly environment with 600935 
creating your own job and experienced people available @ 
opportunity to do whatever to answer any questions you e@ 
Ever thought about working for yourself? 
The REAL BUSINESS CLUB can help! e 
; @ 
FREE WORKSHOPS Start Tuesday 25 February e 
tl" March = 18°" March = 25°" March @ 
Rose Hill Children’s Centre, OX4 4UY 
Ll ; ese ee We also run subject specific Taster Days where you can talk to students and staff 
sea UE al Petts vo about life at Ruskin. 
FREE BREAKFAST ond LUNCH | For more information about our Open Days and Taster Days, or to book a place, 
— contact: T: 01865 759604 E: enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 
Call Jamie Clark Are you: ee 
O7768 6009035 swentine oe 17 redunconey od Ea Take a look at our website to find 
* returning bo ent of Carver IN (i out what Ruskin can offer you. 
bo books ynuir plone! a fornily Work after having + a F ir 
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Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 


| Leys News 


Play your part in 


BLOOMING 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


MARKET IS A COMMUNITY TRIUMPH 


By Sarah Edwards 


Christine McDermott from 
the market steering group said: 
“As a local community market, 
we are seeing a core group 
of customers and volunteers 
form, who come regularly to 
the market. However this is 
very gradual and we know that 
growth takes time, so we need 
to be patient. Encouragingly we 
do see new faces each month, 
so the word is still getting out. 
We have plenty of scope for 
volunteers to get involved in the 
different areas of the market 
such as setting up, children’s 
creative activities, stall and skills 
share, working in the cafe or to 
join the steering group.” 
Christine added: “There’s a 
lot of opportunity for local people 
to have a stall, especially as we 
are soon to introduce ‘table-top’ 
sales which will start in April, 
outside the Barn, it means 
people can sell a wide selection 
of unwanted gifts and goods. 
“It's excellent how the market 
gives the opportunity to improve 
skills and one of our volunteers 
recently took up a training 
opportunitiy in Risk Assesment. 
This was a golden opportunity 
as he’s been unemployed, so 
now he’s got something valuable 
to add to his CV. Volunteers in 
the cafe have been learning how 
to create delicious soups and we 
now have some confident egg 


us there were plans to have a 
regular market on the Leys. 

“| was really keen to get involved 
and went along to every meeting 
as part of the planning process. 
| like to make cakes and bake 
in my spare time so originally 
| thought | would do that and 
start selling them at the market. 
However, | really enjoy catering 
so decided to become a 
volunteer in the kitchen instead.” 

Cheryl’s week revolves 
around the usual busy duties 
associated with running a home 
and caring for children. She 
added: “I am a stay at home 
mum, and haven't worked for 
nine years so volunteering at the 
market is something that | really 
enjoy as it gives me the chance 
to get out and see people while 
doing something a bit different. It 
really is nice to be a volunteer. 

“During the week | don’t 
always see a lot of people as | 
am busy with the children and 
running the home so working 
at the market and serving 
customers is great and | really 
enjoy it. It is helping me to get 
back into the swing of things, 
ready for when | go back to 
work.” 

Since the market launched, 
it has attracted a lot more 
customers and smallholders. 
Cheryl added: “I think the market 
is really getting there now and 


locally skilled people who 
are sharing their skills, to 
grow knowledge and abilities 
locally. Stall holders enjoy the 
interaction with customers and 
are continually improving their 
skills in marketing and sales. 
Christine added: “We 
continually welcome feedback, 
so we can be responsive to the 
community’s needs and interest. 
People have enjoyed the social 
aspect of the market, enjoying 
meeting friends and neighbours 
in the cafe and buying local 
goods like the Leys honey and 
eggs. There are some very 
talented people living on the 
Leys and so we have a great 
place to celebrate their creations. 
“This is still early days for the 
market, and like anything we 
plant, it needs to be nurtured 
to grow. We hope the market 
will continue to grow and be 
fruitful for individuals and the 
community alike.” 


THE continuing success of the 
Leys Community Market is due 
to the support of the customers, 
stall holders and volunteers 
who help to organise it. As well 
as being a place to buy local 
produce and hand made gifts, 
the monthly market is also a 
great venue for meeting new 
friends, catching up with old 
ones and finding out more about 
what is happening on the Leys. 

The market launched in 
October 2012, and has gone 
from strength to strength, giving 
local people the chance to sell 
produce they have grown in 
their gardens and allotments as 
well as providing a platform for 
entrepreneurs keen to start their 
own small businesses. 

From locally made bread, 
cakes and preserves to hand 
crafted gifts and cards, the 
market is the perfect place for 
shopping with a difference. 

For volunteer Cheryl Giggs, 
who helps run the kitchen, the 
market could also be a valuable 
route back into employment. 

Cheryl, 35, from Greater 
Leys (pictured) is mum to two 
boys aged nine and seven. She 
said: “I volunteer in the kitchen 
and help to prepare and serve 
the food and drink for customers 
who call in for a coffee and 


ADD some colour and vibrancy to your business 
frontage, community area or the street you live 
or work in. Why not invest in a hanging basket, 
window box, or planter? Displays include a 
colourful mix of Petunias, Geraniums and Lobelia 
and in water-retaining containers. 

Each basket or container will be pre-planted, 
installed, and includes regular watering and 
maintenance of the display from the end of May 
through to September 2014. This offer is available 
to all businesses, charities, community groups, 
community and retail centres and includes free entry 
into our Oxford in Bloom competition. 

Each entry will help support the city’s entry into 
the Thames and Chiltern in Bloom awards, where we 
are hoping to build on our success from last year’s 
competition and retain the category crown. 

Councillor Mark Lygo, Board Member for Parks, 
Sports and Event, said: “This is a great opportunity 
for everyone to get involved, watch our communities 
spring into flower and provide a colourful back drop to 
our everyday lives.” 


@ Free expert advice 


@ Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


m@ The next Leys Community 
Markets will be on 29 March 
and 26 April and then the last 
Saturday of every month until 
November. Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 


supporting people through the process of quitting 


DL VCOCK LTD 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


# If you would like to find out more or to have a 


chat about the options available, please contact a snack. | got involved after definitely attracting new people _— poachers! “ @ For more information 
the Parks and Open Spaces team on 01865 we were approached by the each month. | am sure it will get The Skills Share is an and to volunteer email 
market organisers atone of our even better as time goes onand important element of the leyscommunitymarket@ 


252437, email parks@oxford.gov.uk 
or visit www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordinbloom 


Fashion on the Leys 


WI meetings who came to tell more people support it.” market’s life. There are many yahoo.com 


By Natalie Wallace 


Winter skin saviours 


THE wind and rain has got the 
better of me. I’m officially a 
hermit. 

Slouchy jogging bottoms and 
woolly jumpers are my outfits of 
choice while hair and makeup 
well; | like to think I’m making 
the most of my natural beauty, 
but others have grimaced 
suggesting | look as though 
I’ve been struck down with the 


norovirus. The utter cheek. 

Being entirely realistic, the 
next few weeks could provide 
the perfect opportunity to give 
your skin a much deserved 
break. 

In the same way many of 
us go head first into a January 
body detox after Christmas, 
your skin will need the same 
TLC. After all, anything you are 


Coe ariel WA 
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putting into your body will show 
on the outside. Nobody wants 
to be bogged down with an 
arduous beauty regime though, 
especially when there’s a whole 
lot of rubbish telly to be tuning 
into for an entire weekend (cue 
a Kardashians/Six Nations 
stand-off in the front room, both 
unwilling to compromise and 
poised, ready to pounce on 
the remote). If you do buy just 
one beauty essential, make it a 
super-duper moisturiser. 

Here are some of my 
favourite finds: 


1. Lacura Multi-Intensive 
Aqua Serum (£3.49) 

This is just one product in Aldi’s 
range of bargainous skincare 
products. Never sure about 
putting my face cream and fruit 
and veg in the same trolley, | 
was pleasantly surprised with 
the great quality of the Lacura 
range. 

Adding a face serum to your 
existing daily facial can help 
with balancing uneven skin 
tone, improve natural moisture 


and repairing damaged areas. 
Lacura’s Aqua Serum feels 
fresh and light and leaves the 
skin looking smoother. Most 
face serums on the high street 
are upwards of £40 making this 
product a complete steal. 


**k* STAR BUY k** 

2. Palmer’s Coconut 

Body Butter (£4.99) 

Body butters are essential for 
keeping your skin nourished 
during the winter. Not only does 


the cold and windy weather have 


a detrimental effect on our skin 
but hot baths and turning the 
central heating up are working 
against us too. 

Using their trusty coconut 
milk formula, Palmer’s coconut 
Body Butter is luxuriously thick 
and creamy. Not to mention it 
smells divine. Close your eyes, 
take a whiff and you could be 
lying on a Caribbean beach 
sipping a pina colada. 


3. Hurraw! Lip Balms (£3.99) 
These lip balms are made 
from organic, vegan and raw 


ingredients and promise to 
keep your lips feeling super soft 


without being too sticky, sweet or 


glossy. Music to my ears having 
spend many a day licking off 
super-sweet strawberry balms 
which only make sore chapped 
lips even worse! With yummy 
flavours like liquorice, chocolate 
and almond, it’s tempting to buy 
one of each. 


4. Green People Vita 

Min Mask (£11.95) 

A gentle face mask like this one 
is perfection. Like most face 
masks, this one doesn’t dry 

up and crack while left on the 


skin and left my face feeling 
refreshed and soft. 


5. Lavera All-Round 
Cream (£6.95) 
This one won't be leaving my 


handbag in a hurry. If you suffer 


from sensitive skin, you'll know 


that icy cold winds can leave the 


skin itchy and sometimes sore 
and irritated. Lavera’s all-round 
cream is great for particularly 
dry areas and offers intensive 
protection for the face and 
body. The cute little tin makes 
it easy enough to cart around 
everywhere too. 
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LACURA’ 


Voor Cor 


AQUA- 
Complete® 


Established 19 years and still independent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
A canneg traditional 24 hour service 


provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 


ee ee 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


eS ee a me 


Pnvate Chapel Of Rest 


SS ee a 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 
Perfect Choice 


Funeral Plans 


Member at 
The Metical Afeociahon 


of Fume ral Bore corsa 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 
126 London Road, Headington. 
OXFORD O§N3 DED 
www.dlhancock. co.uk 
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Entries accepted until Thursday 28th March. 
The winner will be chosen at random and announced on Friday 29th March 


For more details wisit our website: 
www.templarssquare.com 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 129 Pound We 
=" Shapping Centre, AF 


Invitation 


To plant trees @ Fry Hill Park 


Saturday 1* March 
11am until 2pm 
Next to the Skate Park 


FREE TREE 
PLANTING EVENT 


No need to book, just come along and join in. 
The whole family is welcome! For more information: 


Email Blackbird-Leys@tcv.org.uk 
Phone 01189 568 959 


Children need to be accompanied by an adult. 
Wear strong shoes and clothes suitable for the weather. 
Trees, spades, gloves and refreshments are provided. 


This project is supported by 

Aes Seri ‘. ae 
Jose a KK Hawing | = 
a — ior 

. ‘NV azdominion 


Reclaiming green places since 1959 www. 


March 2014 


CRAFT CORNER 
Book marks 


THESE are a really cheap but individual present that take moments to make 
and can be custom made to suit any purpose from a retirement or birthday gift 
to a present for a keen young reader. They make the perfect addition if you are 
buying a book as a present. 


You will need: ua a 
Lollipop sticks, (vou may have your 

own saved or you can buy cheap 

packs at craft store or stationers) 

Craft glue, 

Felt, 

Felt tip pens. 


1. Decide what shapes you would 
like to cut out, | chose flowers here 
but you can cut out anything, such 
as a birthday cake, for a birthday, 

a spade or wheel barrow for 
retirement or a heart for someone 
you love. 

2. Get the craft glue and add the felt 
shapes. 

3. Write the name or message on in 
felt pen. 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 


Nature Conservation 
in Blackbird Leys 


The Conservation Volunteers are working in partnership to support Defra national tree planting campaign The 
Big Tree Plant. It is a campaign to increase the number of trees planted in towns, cities and neighbourhoods 
throughout England. 


There are many reasons why we want to plant and 
grow trees. For their conservation and timber value, 
their beauty, their value in the landscape, for shade 
and shelter and for the overall pleasure they give us. 
They also provide a clean air service for us, absorbing 
carbon dioxide from fuel emissions. In Fry& Hill Park 
trees will provide extra habitats for birds and other 
wildlife and it will shield the nearby car park from 
view. It is up to all of us to replace and increase tree 
numbers. It is not difficult, is very rewarding and can 
be great fun! 


This tree planting event is the first in a range of 
community activities and events that will be 
organised in the Blackbird Leys area. We specifically 
aim to improve and enhance Blackbird Leys Park, 
Fry Hill Park, Spindleberry Nature Park, Spindleberry 
Nature Reserve and Gillian Park. Future activities 
could include litter picking, clearing out Northfield 
Brook, improving the pond, and much more. 


In Blackbird Leys, The conservation Volunteers are 
working with local organisations such as The Leys 
Housing Consortium, Oxford City Council, the Parish 
Council and Groundwork. We also would like people 
from the local community to become involved! 


If you are interested to hear more about the tree planting event or future activities and events, contact 
Monique on 0118 956 8959 or email Blackbird-Leys@tcv.org.uk. She looks forward to hearing from you! 


To receive a NEWSLETTER, email Blackbird-Leys@tcv.org.uk. 


This project is also supported by Groundwork, Oxford City Council and 
The Leys Housing Consortium (A2Dominion, Catalyst, and GreenSquare). 


iE IE Cotalyst @ 
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al 
Supported with a grant from 
The People& Health Trust 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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OXFORD 


UNIVERSITY 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


BROOKES If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call 
Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 


Leys Learning 


Oxford Education Centre— 
Helping children do better at school 


ALL parents want the best for their children 
and today more than ever, parents worry 
constantly about whether their children are 
where they should be academically. 

Oxford Education Centre aims to help 
children achieve their full potential in a 
relaxed environment, and for Shabana’s son, 
Zain, the issue is maths. Far from struggling, 
Zain is a bright able boy who at only seven 
was finding Key Stage 1 maths uninspiring 
and like many parents in the same situation, 
Shabana felt she had to step in. 

She said: “I don’t have a problem with the 
school, in fact Zain is very happy there and 
they are very supportive. However, the Key 
Stage 1 maths curriculum wasn't challenging 
him and Zain needed his interest rekindling 
before he risked being completely turned off 
learning." 

Shabana also found herself at odds with 
government guidelines that class sizes of 
30 children are acceptable. She believes 
firmly that children with particular needs 
can be overlooked as it is impossible to give 
individual attention to so many children. 

She added: “Oxford Education has 
completely turned that situation around. 
They set out to create a relaxed environment 
where children love to learn. The lessons are 
fun, never dull, and everyone is on first name 
terms. Zain is completely calm and stress 
free when he leaves, unlike some school 
days." 

Zain works with a fully qualified teacher 
alongside four other children of mixed abilities 


and see us to find out more or visit 
www.embs.org.uk or 


Each year EMBS enables young people and 
adults across Oxfordshire to progress onto 
higher education and employment by providing 
a range of courses and exciting opportunities. 
We will be at the Cuddeson Corner Learning 


and ages which avoids peer pressure and his 
Learning Programme is geared to reflect his 
own learning preferences and pace. Regular 
feedback keeps Shabana fully up to speed 
with Zain’s progress. 

Shabana added: “We knew that Zain 
was really enjoying maths until frustration 
set in and taking Zain to Oxford Education 
once a week has proved a way of revitalizing 
his interest and keeping him happy and 
interested at school." 

A spokesman for OEC said: "A lot of 
parents are turning to OEC. It works for 
parents and children alike. For children, we 
offer a fantastically well-equipped leaming 
centre and a team of the most enthusiastic 
and fully qualified teachers, who can help 
the most reluctant young customers to enjoy 
learning. 

"For parents, we offer the assurance 
of teachers who are carefully selected and 
constantly monitored so we can ensure that 
their child is getting the very best attention 
during their time at OEC. We also conduct a 
full assessment of a child’s skills before we 
even start teaching and avoid weeks wasting 
time finding out what it is they need to learn. 
Week after week, children can’t wait to come 
back. And when their parents see how 
quickly they are improving, they can’t wait to 
bring them!" 


@ For further details call Oxford Education 
Centres on 01865 402950 or visit 
www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 


Fayre. Come 


info@embs.org.uk 


Ned 
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» OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


The council offers a wide range of courses and workshops 

for adults to enjoy. We offer: English/maths courses across 

Oxfordshire, all English/maths courses require an interview 
first. We offer English for speakers of other languages 

(ESOL) classes for migrants settled in the UK. Vocational 

courses to help you thinking about a career change or 

going into employment and bespoke courses put together 

for community organisations and delivered onsite. 


FREE computer courses at BLITZ! 


© Improve your IT skills! © Improve your job prospects! 
® Gain an IT qualification! © We can help you! 


Courses include: 
© |T Beginners © IT Improvers ® Bridge to an ITQ level 2 
® Understanding your computer (PC maintenance) 
® Editing digital photos © Design your own website 


FREE internet access for all adults! 


Dropintimes: Monday: 12.30-3pm 
Friday: 12.30-3pm 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub, Leys Linx, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. &* 01865 714492 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 
Ages 5-16 

Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 

in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


Working Tax Credit - if you are eligible for the “childcare 
element” of Working Tax Credit, you may be able to daim 
up to 70% of the cost of The Education Centres course 
fee's as a tax credit. 


City of Oxford College offers community engagement 
activities, taster sessions and short courses to 
encourage people back into learning in a gentle and 
fun way. Courses will run in community settings and 
will lead to a college certificate or award. NB: A 
minimum of 8 students required per course 


SIMIN AVI 
aLVAILOV 


Come along and find out about the education opportunities available @ Cuddeson Corner Learning Fayre 


Friday 28th February 2014 11am - 1pm Cuddeson Comer, Blackbird Leys 


@ Are 18+? 


_OXFORD_ 
OOKES 
UNIVERSITY 


BR 


Perhaps you have the qualifications 
from your home country but do not have 
the ILETS qualificationto start or complete your degree. 


ae 


OS ei 
he co™~ deléson orner Learning Fayre! 


Brookes Bridges courses in your community 


@ Live in Blackbird Leys? 
@ Thought about doing a taster in IT, 
Business and Enterprise, Health and 
Social Care leading to a Foundation 
Degree at your local College? 


Come to the 


Kick start your Learning Journey with the WEA 
The WEA Oxford Community Branch run courses ranging 
from confidence building, to singing, to accredited level 1 
courses. All courses are for adults over 19 years of age. 
Come to the Cuddeson Corner Learning Fayre to find out OR 
more or contact Emma Carney , WEA Development Worker Want to study bite size chunks to prepare you 
on 07770 641359 or ecarney@wea.org.uk 


Want to study for a degree, but don’t have 
GCSEs or A’levels 

Want to study with other adults who are 
committed to equality 


for employment and further study? (free if you 
are on certain benefits)* 


\ ,' / OR 
E a) Want to do maths and English up to GCSES 


Learning orLife 


equivalent (free!)* 
*eligibility criteria may apply 


Come to the 
Cuddeson Corner Learning Fayre! 
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(so are the farmers) 


otherwise be good sound farmland and 
pleasant villages. 

The media has of course followed 
this story with something approaching 
full-blooded enthusiasm. We have learnt, 
day by day, firstly that no dredging 
has taken place now for a number of 
years; secondly that the Environment 
Agency has, rather short-sightedly one 
might think, sold for scrap its 
fleet of state-of-the-art 
dredging machines; 
and thirdly and 
most surprisingly, 
that the lack of 
dredging is 
now being put 
down to a 
desire not to 
disturb the 
habitats of 
the riverside (= 
creatures 
such as the 
humble water 
vole, which 
likes to burrow 
into the banks 
of the rivers for its 
home. 

| say most 
surprisingly, because | am 
sure that many other cynical observers 
besides myself assumed that the lack 
of dredging was down to the dreaded 
cuts. No it seems, they have now found 
a darling little creature, who probably 
means us no harm, to blame for the 
official inaction. How sweet. 

It’s not as if this is a problem confined 
to Somerset, or even the West Country 
generally. Our neighbours in West and 


| AM going to be devastatingly 
politically incorrect here, so if you go 
through my articles with a PC o-meter, 
best switch it off now, because it’s 
going to be way, way off the scale! 

Unless you’ve been locked ina 
soundproof cellar these past four weeks, 
you can hardly have failed to notice 
that several square miles of Somerset 
are still under water. The locals are, 
understandably, upset, which is putting it 
mildly. 

They are campaigning for the 
resumption of dredging of the rivers 
across the Somerset Levels, so that they 
can carry their load of winter floods out to 
sea instead of dumping it on what would 
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South Oxford know perfectly well that the 
Thames is quite capable of flooding their 
homes, and has done so with depressing 
regularity the last few years. While we 

on the Leys benefit from living on higher 
land, those who live on the lowest parts 
of the estate have sometimes woken up 
to find the water covering the streets and 
lapping into their gardens. And the water 
vole’s habitats include the banks 
of the Thames and, for all 
| know, the Northfield 
Brook. 

Now, I’ve 
never actually 
set eyes on 
a water 
vole, and it 
isn’t on my 
immediate 
to-do list. 
I’m sure 
if | did so 
| would 
find the 

“|, animal just 
as cute and 
y engaging as its 
pictures suggest. 
And in general my 

or = attitude to wild animals 
i is summed up in the concept 
of live and let live. Which means | oppose 
most forms of hunting for pleasure, and if 
an animal means us no harm then | mean 
it no harm, but if an animal’s choice of a 
des.res. interdicts action which we ought 
to be taking to protect our own homes 
and farmland, then I’m afraid my moist 
eyes are transformed in an instant into a 
steely glint. 

If it comes down to a choice between 
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a colony of water voles and a few 
hundred or thousand human beings, then 
I’m sorry, | feel | have to stick up for my 
own species, whether this attitude is PC 
or not. 

| wouldn’t propose exterminating water 
vole colonies just so we can dredge the 
rivers. And I’m all in favour of dredging as 
sensitively as possible, such as keeping 
to the middle of the channel so the banks 
can be left undisturbed. And hopefully 
after dredging the river will be just as 
much a satisfactory habitat for water 
voles as it will be for humans who have to 
live along its banks. 

But if | found a few unfortunate 
carcasses of water voles or other wildlife 
in the tons of spoil which the dredgers 
will turn up, it wouldn’t actually break my 
heart. 

We see this conflict of attitudes 
in many other places. Farmers are in 
favour of culling badgers because they 
believe badgers spread bovine TB. 
Environmentalists turn out in dozens at 
dead of night to stand in the way of the 
cull. And, as usual, the Government has 
to carry the can for whatever decision 
it might make. It cannot be an easy 
responsibility. 

Just let’s start from the idea that the 
environment is what enables us, the 
human race, to live and prosper on this 
planet. Then we can decide whether it is 
right to support a few dozen half-drowned 
villages against a few hundred cute and 
inoffensive water voles who have just 
chosen to set up home in, from our point 
of view, the wrong place. 


Kids’ 
colouring 


competition 


WE ARE looking 
forward to seeing your 
amazing artwork. The 
prize for the two best 
entries is a Transformers 
87 Piece Art Set! 


VLTELULAL, 
dae baad 
nataantal 

Send your entries to: 
Kids’ Colouring 
Competition, Leys 
News, 26, Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


The most creative 
entry we receive by 
15 March wins! 
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performance inspired by their production Two 
for C which will also be performed. 

Two for C is award-winning choreographer 
Javier de Frutos’ newest work for Candoco. 
Like de Frutos’ 2012 duet Studies for C, Two for 
C was also inspired by Tennessee Williams’ play 
Camino Real and explores a world in which a 
couple is trapped in a long standing relationship, 
characterised by struggle and power play. 


CALLING ALL 


ARTISTS! 
ARE you a budding painter, 
OXFORDSHIRE 


LOCAL dance entrepreneur Emma-Jane Greig 
has initiated a collaboration between the UK's 
top inclusive professional dance company 
Candoco and Oxford based charity The Parasol 
Project to create a unique performance for 
Dancin’ Oxford 2014 at Pegasus on 10 March. 
Candoco will be in residence with Parasol, 
an inclusive charity aimed at disabled and non 
disabled young people, to create a curtain raiser 


photographer or digital artist? 
Would you like to exhibit your 
work in a local exhibition? 

This spring, during Artweeks 
Oxford, the Glow Hall in the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre will be home to an 
exhibition of work by local artists. 

Running over the bank holiday 
weekend, from Friday 23 to 
Monday 26 May and sponsored by 
the Leys Information Technology 
Zone, the organisers are hoping 
to have a good number of local 
artists showing their work; if you 
would like to be one of them, then 
they would love to hear from you 

Nick Tills who is helping to 
organise the event said: “We’re 
also looking to run a number of 
arts-based workshops during the 


exhibition and to have live music 
from local bands, so if you’d 


like to participate, please get in 
touch!” 


@ Contact Nick on 01865 714492 
or email nicktills.litz@gmail.com 


Tuesday I! to Saturday [5 March 


Moon ona Rainbow Shawl 


By Errol John 


The National Theatre and Talawa Theatre Company present this 
heart-warming and mesmerizing masterpiece set in post-war Trinidad. 


The Caseworker’s 
Memoirs 

by Dan Thompson 
Review by Jane Yates 


THIS is truly a compelling 
read, written from a highly 
personally account of people 
suffering phobias. 

Malcolm, a counsellor, who 
has had a long career and 
worked on many different cases = 
is a recent widower coming to 
terms with his own grief. 

You are drawn into the 
haunting world of Malcolm, a 
man on the edge of reason, 
who has tried to use all of his 
professional counselling skills 
on himself, but has still come up 
short for the answer to solve his 
own personal pain. 

It is in fact, Malcolm’s 
daughter who offers him some 
form of salvation in giving hima 
small leather bound notebook, 
instructing him to record his 


Set to traditional Mexican Ranchera music, 
the performances take place in an intimate 
domestic world in which the use of Mexican 
wrestling masks suggests the deeper, darker 
forces at work. 

Emma-Jane Greig, formerly a youth 
theatre member at Pegasus and Director of 
dance company Body Politic runs many dance 
classes, events and workshops in Oxford and 
across the UK, specialising in bringing exciting 
international choreographers to the attention of 
aspiring young dancers. 

She said “It’s an incredible opportunity for 
young dancers to work closely with professional 
dance artists who understand and celebrate 
the importance of inclusion. The project was 
designed to help broaden the mindset of other 
young people and audience members. It will 
expose them to new experiences and allow 
them to challenge misconceptions that are 
often made about disability. There is something 
truly unique about the young people involved in 
Parasol dance, and | hope that this residency 
and dance platform will allow others to witness 
the magic of these young people.” 

The evening's programme will also include 
other invited guest dance groups such as City 
of Oxford College, Oxford Brookes University, 
Oxford University, Step 2 Dance, The Miss 
P Foundation, Dance Connection and Body 
Politic. 


= Body Politic presents Candoco 
Dance Company, Parasol and Guests 
on Monday 10 March at 7.30pm 

at Pegasus, Magdalen Road, 
Oxford OX4 1RE 

Tickets: £10, £8 concessions 
Booking: 01865 812150 

(Tuesday to Friday 12-6pm, 
Saturday 10am-—6pm) 
www.pegasustheatre.org.uk/shows/ 
body-politic-presents-candoco/ 


memories. 


descriptive words. 


book. 


| was spellbound... thrilled by 
one of the twentieth century’s 
great neglected plays... just go. 
kkk Telegraph 


Dan Thompson, who is a 
brilliant poet, skilfully writes this 
series of stories with colourful 


You feel as if you are in 
the room with Malcolm as he 
re-lives the events and tries to 
record them in this precious 


Young dancers 
take to the 
stage 


FOR their new production in March, 
Cecilia Macfarlane, founder and artistic 
director of Oxford Youth Dance has 
children's dance theatre company, Ellyfish 
& Things, to join forces with OYD in a new 
collaboration. The showcase features 
beautiful dancing from all ages and 
including special guest performances from 
OYDCo., Slipstream Youth Dance Group 
and The Uthers as well as a number of 
Oxford's professional dancers. 

Elly Crowther, Oxford based 
contemporary dance artist, choreographs 
and directs the new production based 
around the mysterious and compelling 
theme of Time, exploring the science 
behind the concept and how it affects 
humanity and our world. 

Dancers as young as 15 months, with 
parental help, will be creating special 
performances on the theme alongside 
their older groups. All the performances 
are new choreography created with the 
young dancers. 


@ Just In Time 

on Friday 14 and Saturday 15 March at 
7.30pm (Saturday matinee 1.30pm) 

at Pegasus, Magdalen Road, Oxford 
OX4 1RE 

Tickets: £7, £5 concessions, £4 U18s 
Booking: 01865 812150 
www.pegasustheatre.org.uk/shows/ 
just-in-time 


Dan’s book is unique as it 
offers you the viewpoint from 
inside the phobia victim’s head, 
but also how the counsellor 
views the case and how he tries 
to solve it. You feel as if you are 
reading a personal diary. 

The phobias described are 
diverse, and somehow you 
would image that a counsellor 
who has years of experience 
would have all the answers 
and is trusted by his patients. 
However, as you find out, 
this has not always been the 
case and Malcolm's advice is 
proven to be over optimistic to a 
dangerous degree. 

The Caseworker’s Memoirs 
is divided into wonderfully 
playful chapters that allow the 
reader to dip in and out of the 
book, while still retaining a 
thread that joins all the stories 
together. 

| would highly recommend 
this book. 


OP 


OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE 


Tickets: quote LEYS NEWS 
and get tickets to see Moon 
ona Rainbow Shawl for 


just £10 (max four tickets 
per booker). Call the Ticket 
Office or book online. 


01865 305305 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


m@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Rd. Gives free 


independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 
Drop-in sessions: Mondays 
2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 


Also in the Farmhouse, Tues and 


Thurs, 10am—12pm. 
@ 01865 770206 


Young Peoples Jobshop 


Every Wednesday, 1.30-3pm at 
the Early Intervention Blackbird 
Leys Young People Centre. 
Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE 
one-to-one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 
Early Intevention Service 
Satellite, Blackbird Leys Rd, 
OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you 
don’t need to be receiving 
benefits). Help offered with 
CV, application forms, advice 


about courses, apprenticeships 


and volunteering. Also free 
workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and 
ESOL. 

@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


m@ New Baby Group Inc. 
Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm 

at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja 
for Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 

m@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Dovecote 
Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 

& 07974 234661 


Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am-2.30pm, at 


= Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm at 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and girls 
ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


m Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


A quick guide to what's 
available locally. 


If you have a service or event 
you'd like to include, please 
ring 01865 711756 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(for ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, 
from 6-6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


™@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 
£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use 
of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying etc. 
Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm and 
1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am-12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 

Friday Closed 


@ 01865 770403 


= Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 

@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HEATING 


CLEANING 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
Se LE RE POW Can Ths 
We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
UK and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 
Tel: 01865 779925 
Fax: 01865 748035 
Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 

71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 

Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING 

AND KNITTING CENTRE 
We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


Merry Maids 

Wheatley Rd, OX44 9DY 
@ 01865 368999 

Molly Maid 

Oxford 

@ 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


GARSINGTON BABY 
AND TODDLER GROUP 
Needs new children to come and 
join the fun! 

Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am (term 
time only) at Garsington sports 
and social club (on Denton Lane) 
£1.50per family (includes drinks 
and snacks) Everyone is welcome 
@ Jess 07930957654 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 
AND PROOFING 
Experienced freelance writer 
and editor offers professional, 
confidential and reliable service 
for writing, editing, and proof- 
reading.CVs, formal letters, 
thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. 

Can produce work overnight. 
Highly competitive prices. 
Contact Leys News office. 

Tel. 01865 711756. 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rad, Littlemore 
OX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 

99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


LEISURE 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.15am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 
Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 


@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 
Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 
@ 01865 467020 


at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
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Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Club 

Cuddesdon Way 

The Club is looking for new 
members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 


@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

@ 07534 740589 


@ Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


@ Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


m@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
OX4 7W4J. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


m@ Leys Community Church Over 
60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


PETE'S GARDENING SERVICES 
RHS qualified. For help 

in your garden 

please call:01865 429166 

Email: petedalton2000@ 
googlemail.com 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/babies fashion 

Clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX4 4XP 

@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 

94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 

Spirit Hair Design 

Tel: 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 


Menisicliti@eesenseencceen £8.00 
Chilldren\ 2 .ss¢asacese- £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights....... from £38.00 
(including cut) 


@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, OX4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


MARIE SOLOMON 
Come and experience the 
Ultimate Massage Treatment 
BOOK NOW 


@ 07983 911905 
Coleyville@hotmail.com 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY 
@ 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £10,000 more! 


3.64 bedroom houses URGENTLY 
needed! Wie will rent or buy! 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
W@W 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 
OX4 21Z 

@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 
MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 


@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 
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working together to get support NOTICE 
WELLBEING for, to share experiences. Lunch OBES LOCAL CH U RCH ES 
@ Skiptrix Fitness Class available for £1. Socialist Party Meeting @ Redeem Christian 
. . | | H 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. @® 07729 581975 Last Tuesday of every month Church of God eons 2 See tee F 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the ™ Oxfordshire Mind at Leys Links Centre,Blackbird | Meets at the Leisure Centre, ae + 


Ark T Centre, Cowley. Leys Road. Starts 7.30pm Pegasus Road. with children’s activities. 


Short courses, groups and other 


a i imeout: Reflecti hip. iti BS 

Sang ee as at a support are available for anyone a 0208 9888777 Sunday Service ee TASES Ae Sone ip ‘, . - ' 

arn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. ; ible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, Mahe ae 
@ Trish, 07957754355 a 2 menial ee onal The Leys WI except last Friday of month. Church Office Hour: Mondays eset 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk Snorer Shap sie Meets the first Wednesday of | gp 07825 679044 and 01865 (except bank holidays) at 6.30- 

as Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St each month, 7.30pm to 9.30pm, | 7g§056 7.30pm. For enquiries, hall bookings, 

: Yoga _ * fos, alli Hall, 26 Between Towns a ls ence www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk wedding arrangements. 

xperienced Yoga teacher. oad. : Photo: Jo Stannard 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 | ge 01865 247788 E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk @ Leys Community Church @ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 poate ae 


Meets on Sunday, 11am at the and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party @ Tai Chi & Qigong j Oxford Academy, Beecroft Room | www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 
Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford | Class every Thursday morning Leys Community (includes cece activities for — ae 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. | 9.45-10.45am. Ark T Centre, Market children and young people). at 6pm. Bible quiz plus free bible. 
@ 07714 248177 Crowell Road, Cowley. @ Chipper and Anna Betts, @ 01865 776903 www.freebible.org.uk 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com | £5 & £6. First class half price. eee ale Laiaaee 07985 982804 m Christian Harvest Ministries i! Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com @ 07974185554 ie ph re ane ™ Chrisco Ministries Meets at the Jack Argent Room at Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
™ The Listening Centre = Rosewood Club cal pee perfumes, Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL Community Centre, Sundays, Community Centre 
Counselling service based at for people with dementia hand crafted gifts and more. BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. | Open weekdays, 9.30am-3pm. Enjoy a tasty lunch/brunch in the | 11am—2pm @ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 oe Players even icey 
@ 01865 794794 Providing a stimulating, enjoyable | | café. @ 07533 845714 and 0737 701128 Bible Study: ‘tam 

: 564677 le Study: 11am—12pm every 
@ Survivors and social day while your family Next date at the Barn, ™ Seventh Day Sunday. 
Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird | carer gets a well-earned break. Nightingale Avenue: m™ Sacred Heart Adventist Church Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
Leys Community Centre. £11 per day all inclusive, plus a Saturday 29 March Catholic Church 1A Chester St, off Iffley Road, 07932 964056 & 07877 054600 
9.30am-3.00pm. A self-help transport charge if used. y Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 1SL. Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
group of people who use or have | @%@ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 11am-2pm Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. www.mtzionox.org 
used Mental Health Services, www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com | music and children’s liturgy; and — Second service: 11.15am-12.30pm. 


The Clockhouse Community Centre Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) ‘@® 01865 395908 +E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! a place. For more info call 079511 Talk on fire safety 


mi Welcomecream’ @ Games club for over 50s welcome. Why not come and give good company with others foie eeu eer Tuesday 18 March, 12.45-1.15pm. 

for | S a oe re Me Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble _ this friendly group a try? Every who enjoy handcrafts. Bring @ Evening activities group Ayesha Siddika from the Fire and 

ee BENE 4 0 -dnmi or a wide choice of other games, Tuesday in March, 10-11am. £2 — your own knitting, crochet, or Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse _ Rescue Services will be giving 

News ts L CDI ee with this friendly and sociable ; sewing. £1. Every Wednesday, Activity Nights Group) at our tips and advice on fire safety. 

on o 5 ae forawhile?  9"up- Meets Monday afternoons ™ Gardening club VWam-12.30pm. friendly evening socials. Meet Free. You are welcome to bring 

tects RO eet eta ee: throughout March (except 10 Monthly meeting of SLIGO oathct others, relax, chat, and make your lunch. 

Meet others and find out more, Conoieriaienentien @ Creative writing for over 50s : 

at this free, friendly social. No March). 1.30-3.30pm. £1. poenloy Peys inde pede Get creative and express yourself "© iene ecu call ages @ Watercolour painting grou 
Sie y : ; Gardening Organisation). £2 welcome! £2. p g group 

booking needed—just turn up. @ Dancing for over 50s 


: in a friendly, supportive group. No See ie Both beginners and more 
We run lots of great, low-cost Monthly dances. Next one: ahaa i oe experience needed. Please tel: Sa oe a experienced painters very 


activities. Monday 10 March—Line Dancing 395908 if you are interested in our ,. Hered welcome. No formal tuition but 
For more details call 395908 style, 1.30-3 pm. £2. Thursday 6 March, 2-4pm. next creative writing course. mate a Aaa 26 others will help you get started! 


: F : eee i chi ; Thursdays, 2-4 pm at Potters 
m Over 50s advice ___ _M@ City Council—Councillors @ Singing for fun for over 50s oe phates es Biers FSS Eee Se) Court (Robin Place, Greater Leys.) 
Free monthly, confidential, advice Surgery Think you can’t sing?—we bet g = Community Gardening £2. Tel: 395908 
on benefits, debt, housing and Drop-in session to meet city you can! No pressure, or reading help you get more supple, and 


; Adult volunteers of any age are Special event: On Thursday 13 
consumer issues. Outreach councillors and discuss any music, just relax and enjoy singing ae getter a Thursday eeded and welcome, to help March an art teacher will lead a 


session at the Clockhouse, by concerns. First monday of the in good company. Aimed primarily keep the Clockhouse courtyard session on drawing and sketching 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. month (except Bank Holidays) at at people living in and near the ™ Computer courses for over-50s garden looking beautiful. Enjoy _skills—all welcome! 

To book an appointment call the Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30pm. Leys. Every Tuesday in March Learn at your own pace. Complete fresh air and good company while Gy sordshire Unlimited (ou) 
395908. Next date: Monday Next one: Monday 3 March. 1.30-3.30pm. Free. beginners very welcome. Improve doing something positive for your Gottee Mornin 

31 March,10am-12.30pm m Yoga for over 50s For details call 395908. your digital photography skills, or local community. Regular work Th reday 97 M ah 12-2 pm. 


(12-12.30pm is ‘drop-in —no : : 
appointment needed for this slot, Seated/standing exercise, and ™ Crafts group for over 50s ee deci eee ee For details call: OU supports and empowers 
relaxation. Beginners very Brighten up your week in P ; ; people with disabilities. FREE. 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES Blackpool tri 


@ Parish Council Northfield Brook Ward 25 August + 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Steve Curran —Labour to 29 August 

Booker. Non-position holders: Tanya Prescott, 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, Ox4 1TG Seavincin 

Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs @ 07941 785538 TRAE ‘fs s re i 

Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk See eee 


If interested contact 
For further details telephone 01865 716943 @ Scott Seamons —Labour Edward for prices 
during office hours of 9am—5pm, Monday to Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, OX4 2GY and détaileon 
Friday. Send mail to Parish Council, 13 Bailey @ 07910 595047 07795 037307 


Road, Oxford, OX4 3HU. cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a . : “T 
Parish Council Meetings. surgery at 6.30pm on the first Monday of the Easter Pa i nt out S & R CHI L D S 
month at the Clockhouse. HOLY Family Church will be painting a new pe ae soul 
@ Oxford City Council Fae! veh go aroun te outside ot idanaged by the third generation of Childs family, 
: @ Oxfordshire County Council e Church. If anyone trom the community 

ol Bestel) Loe aia ay Aah : would like to join in with the painting, go "a 
@ Val Smith —Labour Leys Division feinercninch Sintiay 24 NGCER Pharmacy House 142 Oxford Rowd 

; ‘ along to the church on Sunday arc 89 London Road Cowley 
i packs Bais 6QD Leon and Sunday 6 April, 2.30—4.30pm. Headington Oxford 

! Crford OX3 9AA OMA 2EA 

or clirvsmith@oxford.gov.uk @ 07767 446051 Church of the Holy Family Tel: 01865 427272 Tek 01865 714007 
™@ Rae Humberstone —Labour val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk L ent Di scus si on Gr ou 
79 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. Les Miserables Pp 
‘@ 01865 779678 @ Member of Parliament SHOWING of film Thursday 6 March, 7pm, W The Parade 1 Courtland Road 4 Elms Parade 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks @ Andrew Smith —Labour Holy Family Church Entrance.Anyone Pica io aiken cates . oa atee = 
Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing —_ Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford welcome. (Please note the film is rated as Se ety lea retin Range aa 


street surgeries every other week. They can @ 01865 595790 12. And therefore not suitable for children 
also visit people in their homes—ring or email to andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net under 12 years.) 


make arrangements. Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys | Discussion Group: Thursday 13, 
Leisure Centre from 3.00pm Wednesday 19, Thursday 27 March; 


wew.srchilds.co.uk into@erchilds.couwk 
We specialion in nepabriation te and free the LK 


Thursday 3 and Thursday 10 April. Part of Dignity ple. A British Company 
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Leys Sport 


March 2014 


Leys News aims to bring you the best in local sporting action. If you would like to 
sponsor this page please email editor@leysnews.co.uk or ring 01865 711756 


NEW KIT FOR BLACKBIRDS 


OXFORD Blackbirds struggle to get new kits. EES 


Under 9s are pictured Our Under 10s have E “ 2 
in their new kit just been sponsored by, F ag * he an : 
sponsored by The IDS Decorators so they ba * ee, é 
Hungry Horse at The have a new kit too. I'm es a + ures i> i ea ena. if 
Bullnose Morris just currently in talks with WJ co a5) fas i" 


Contracting and local r. 
DJ Matthew Bowles, 
aka White Magic, about 
more sponsorship for 
the Under 9s. It's really 
good of these people 
to give the kids these 
sponsorships and all of 


them really appreciate it." 


before their game 
against Marston Saints. 
Manager Stuart 
Parsons said: "It's great 
that Hungry Horse 
have put back into the 
community, it's great 
when businesses do 
this. Without people 
doing this teams would 


ryan a Ao 


: 


# If you are interested in sponsoring any of the 
Oxford Blackbirds sides, helping in anyway or 

would like information on the club please email 
oxfordblackbirds@yahoo. co.uk 


ABOVE: Under 9s, black and yaliow siinad kit. 
Back row, left to right: Jack Jennings, 

Luke Bellerby, Nathan Loveridge, Leo 
Bloomfield, Ben Bruno, Alfie Parsons, 

Jeuel Harris, Stuart Parsons (manager). 

Front row: Kieren Slattery, Connor 

Brennan, Criston Debanks-O'Callaghan, 

Alfie Bowles, Bradley Boaden, 

Jasper Cansell, Jamie Slattery. 


LEFT: Under 10s, yellow kit. 

Back row, left to right: Billie Bough- 
French, Hakeem Omar, Michael Walker, 
Shay Gaul, Dearntay Slattery, Sanj 

Lahori, Alhagi Chone, Jodie Bure 

Front row: Jake Noble, Mikolaj Thompson, 
Jack Berry, Jay Valser, Nihal. 


17 February to 14 March 2014 


FREE FOOTY 
FOR ALL 


ai . 
Football of ad 


Fitness \ — 
Wellbeing g | 


on aL. 
a Oped stn eg ab 


Koi atta aly y 


KEEPING balance in our lives is not always 
easy and taking regular exercise can 

really help with our physical and emotional 
wellbeing. A new free football-based course 
has just been launched for men aged between 
16 and 35, who want to have fun and get 

fit. Working with Oxford United coaches, 
participants will also learn how to be positive 
and get fit at the same time. The course 

has been organised in conjunction with 
Oxfordshire Mind, and will take place weekly 
at the Kassam Stadium. 


# If you would like to find out more, 
please call Conroy on 07834 738128 
or visit www.oxfordshire-mind.org.uk/football 


# Oxfordshire Mind provides support, 
information and advice to anyone affected 
by mental health problems. 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


Did you know... 


if you are living in or letting a property with 3 or 
more occupants, forming 2 or more households, 
you need a HMO licence? 


Enjoy walking? Like meeting new people? 
Then become a volunteer Walk Leader! 


Tell us your views on: 


The Oxford City Landlord Accreditation Scheme 


A Refreshments provided. Changes in fees and charges to the HMO 
Tuesday 25 March 2014 oiking required as epaces ar init licensing application 
10am - 3pm erp plan aro The enforcement of unlicensed HMOs 

i2n bo wish genes a route 

SODC Offices, * ow ta lead a group How to have your say: 
Wallingford GO Active wall then help you to set up a local © Visit: ‘ 
(eke -with warepeat avatabie) Bugay Walk or Heslth Walk in your srea isit: www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation 
FREE For mere inlersation sed to bork your place @ To get a paper copy of the questionnaire: 


an C185 2527200 or waahingoxtond. gow. uk 


. AAT, getoxford shireactive org 


@ Call T: 01865 252375 and leave your name and address 


@ Pick one up from Oxford City Council Customer Service Centres, or 
the city public libraries 


@ Meet us at one of our roadshow events: for more information, 


— 
¢ ft pane 4 visit www.oxford.gov.uk/hmoroadshows 
faa ak Your view is important to us and will help us improve and develop our services. 
walking CI q ee 
for fapodtin La were - 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


